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TRIBUTE TO DARRELL CORTEZ 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. Madam 
Speaker, today I rise to honor Darrell Cortez, 
a 30-year veteran of the San José Police De-
partment on the occasion of his retirement. 

Darrell Cortez began his tenure with the 
SJPD shortly after receiving his degree in Ad-
ministration of Justice from San José State 
University in 1978. In his capacity as a Peace 
Officer, Darrell has worked the Field Training 
Officer Unit, Narcotics Covert Investigations 
Unit, and Drug Enforcement Administration 
Task Force. Darrell also served on the Sexual 
Assaults Unit, Sexual Assault Felony Enforce-
ment, SAFE, the Red Car Rapist Task Force, 
and the School Liaison Unit, and was addition-
ally assigned to State Bureau of Narcotics En-
forcement. 

Officer Cortez’s commitment to serve and 
protect has remained constant throughout his 
career. Just last week he responded to a call 
regarding an apparent suicide. With days left 
before his retirement, Darrell came upon a 
woman who had stopped breathing as the re-
sult of the suicide attempt. Despite her initial 
unresponsiveness, Darrell was able to resusci-
tate the woman, saving her life. 

In addition to his official duties, Darrell vol-
unteers for a better world. 

Darrell Cortez is the California State Chap-
ter president of the National Latino Peace Offi-
cers’ Association having served this organiza-
tion, both in the founding Santa Clara County 
Chapter and Statewide, in several capacities 
on the executive board. Either under his lead-
ership or with his involvement, the NLPOA has 
raised more than $100,000 to fund their schol-
arship program. These funds support not only 
undergraduate students but also graduate stu-
dents seeking an advanced degree in profes-
sional schools. Scholarship recipients have 
gone on to serve this nation in many capac-
ities. In fact, a member of my staff is a grateful 
past beneficiary of one such scholarship. 

When Darrell was assigned to the Commu-
nity Services Division of the San José Police 
Department, he took this opportunity to not 
only protect and serve the residents of San 
José, but to protect and serve their future by 
working closely with youth in local schools. Of 
particular focus were the children of Horace 
Mann Elementary School. He had, all too 
often, seen acts of violence or threats in the 
schools. 

Darrell feels strongly that if some kind of 
positive intervention is made at an early age 
during the lives of these children, then they 
would be able to contribute to the future of our 
society. 

Darrell Cortez’s efforts to bridge the divide 
between law enforcement and communities of 
color were a natural result of profound pride in 
both his Mexican heritage and in being a 
peace officer. He always strives to be the best 
in both his work and his community service. 

In recognition of his good work, Darrell Cor-
tez has received numerous commendations 
and resolutions. But perhaps most importantly, 
he has earned the respect and high regard of 
a grateful community. 

Great acts of service often require great 
sources of inspiration. Fortunately for Silicon 

Valley, Darrell finds such inspiration in his 
family. His father, Tomás Cortez, served this 
Country honorably in the U.S. Armed Forces 
during World War II. Darrell’s mother, the late 
Aurelia Quihuis Cortez, is remembered by 
Darrell as a steadfast matriarch and one of the 
original ‘‘Rosie the Riveters.’’ 

Darrell is devoted to his wife of almost 30 
years, Alicia Cortez, and is the proud father of 
Ricardo, Emilio, and Lorena. 

It is a great honor to thank Officer Darrell 
Cortez for his service and congratulate him as 
he begins this new and well deserved chapter 
in his life. I am proud to call him friend. 
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HONORING THE 3RD BRIGADE 
COMBAT TEAM 

HON. WILLIAM L. OWENS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. OWENS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay homage to the soldiers, family mem-
bers, friends, USO supporters and the entire 
North Country community as they welcome 
home the 3rd Brigade Combat Team. Tomor-
row the Spartans will celebrate their home-
coming among those who tirelessly supported 
them while in Afghanistan. It is that greater 
community that I tribute today. 

No effort by our service men and women is 
conducted in a vacuum; behind every soldier 
departing U.S. soil stands a dedicated team of 
family, friends and civilian volunteers who tire-
lessly work behind the scenes. Their efforts 
are seldom recognized for what they really 
are—absolutely vital to the achievements of 
soldiers in harm’s way and essential to ensure 
a smooth transition when they return home. 

The community surrounding Fort Drum has 
shown an amazing capacity to support our sol-
diers in every possible way. From providing 
shipments of care packages to volunteering at 
USO events and the support of the Fort Drum 
Regional Liaison Organization, the North 
Country has provided outstanding assistance 
to the 3rd BCT. 

One particular event that wouldn’t have hap-
pened without the community’s support is the 
‘‘Spartan Spectacular.’’ This celebration of the 
brigade has been driven by the USO, and 
funded by generous donations from devotees 
of the 10th Mountain Division like Mr. Alfred 
Weissman. To Mr. Weissman, the soldiers and 
families of the 3rd Brigade Combat Team, and 
the greater Fort Drum community, I express 
my sincere thank you for all you do in support 
of the defense of our country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE GENEROSITY 
OF DR. VICTOR GUZMAN 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to honor Dr. Victor Guzman, 
whose great generosity in creating a scholar-
ship fund for the Palm Beach Community Col-
lege Foundation will increase access to higher 
education for young people in the Belle Glade 
community. 

Dr. Guzman was motivated to establish the 
Lake Okeechobee Muck Rat Nation Scholar-
ship Fund after reading an article last year in 
the Palm Beach Post. The article reported on 
the low graduation rates among black males in 
Belle Glade and detailed the low wages, high 
incarceration rates, insufficient job prospects, 
and lack of hope felt by so many young black 
men in the western Palm Beach County com-
munity. Living in the Glades for almost 60 
years, Dr. Guzman realized that there were 
too many young people who did not have the 
economic means to go to school. 

The Lake Okeechobee Muck Rat Nation 
Scholarship Fund, named after those people 
who make their living working in the fields 
within the Everglades Agricultural Area, will 
enable more Belle Glade students to enroll in 
Palm Beach Community College. Dr. Guzman 
donated $100,000, most of his life savings, to 
establish the fund. Two $500 scholarships will 
be available for students who are accepted by 
the school, enrolled for at least 12 credits per 
term, live in Palm Beach County, attend the 
Belle Glade campus, and demonstrate finan-
cial need. 

Education has always been a priority for Dr. 
Victor Guzman, a 95-year-old retired agricul-
tural research scientist who worked for the 
University of Florida. A native of Peru, the Uni-
versity of Florida hired him in 1951 to help im-
prove local farmers’ crop production. He spent 
his career developing chemicals for weed con-
trol as well as virus-resistant strains of lettuce 
that thrive in the rich, organic soil surrounding 
Lake Okeechobee. These contributions have 
benefited the health and nutrition of the people 
in his community and around the world. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Victor Guzman is an 
excellent role model for us all. He has in-
vested in the future of his community by mak-
ing higher education accessible to more young 
people. Generations of students in the Glades 
area will be forever indebted to him for his 
compassion and concern. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, on Janu-
ary 19, 2010, I was unavoidably detained and 
was unable to record my vote for rollcall No. 
6. Had I been present I would have voted: 

Rollcall No. 6: ‘‘yes’’—Congratulating the 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of 
Medicine for its 150 years of commitment to 
advancing science and improving health. 

f 

HONORING CORPORAL 
CHRISTOPHER MILITO 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 20, 2010 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor one of the finest peo-
ple I have ever known, Christopher Milito. 

Cpl. Milito was tragically taken from us on 
January 16, 2010. He died in the line of duty 
protecting civilians as a member of the Dela-
ware River Port Authority Police Department. 
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